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Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM 

Meet the Vestry for 2023! 
 

Deacons  
Tom Emerick  

Mike Morgan       

Allison Castle - Vice President  
 

Trustees                                                                  
Dave Wangberg  

Dan Huss  

Deb Hagy - President 
 

Elders   
Julie Kundel  

Franz Silberger  

Jan Collinson  

Sue Johannsen – Vestry Secretary  
 

We still need two more individuals for Vestry! Call Deb Hagy. 

Annual Congregational Meeting  

January 29, 2023 
 

The meeting was called to order at 11:26 a.m. by Tim     

Stelzner. Attending: 33 members in person, 4 members       

on Zoom for a total of 37 members to form a quorum.  
 

Vestry President Scott Warren welcomed the new President 

Deb Hagy, and new members, and thanked everyone who 

helped with the church throughout the year.  
 

Tim Stelzner asked for a Motion to accept the new Vestry 

members Sue Johannsen and Dan Huss along with the  

committee volunteers within the Annual Booklet. 1st motion 

by Mark Butterworth, 2nd motion by Dave Wangberg.      

The motion passed without any additional discussion.  
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Scott Warren, second    

by Jon Merritt. Tim closed the meeting at 11:30 a.m.  

   Respectfully submitted by Scott Warren.  
 

Update: We have welcomed Jan Collinson to the Vestry, 

and have had a resignation from Lisa Shea, for the rest of 

her term. We still need a 2-year and a 3-year term to fill.  

Search  

and Call  

Committee  

Update 
 

 

The Search and Call 

committee met in  

February to identify  

additional seminaries  

to place our job profile. 

 

The Committee also 

spent time reviewing a 

new profile submitted.   

 

The Committee           

continues to identify 

ways to get the word  

out about our open role 

and discuss the best fit 

for a Pastor that can 

lead our congregation.   

 

Submitted by Janet  

Sichterman  

http://www.faithuccmuscatine.com
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Vestry summary for Monday, February 13, 2023  

Vestry members in attendance for the transitional meeting  
 

 Mark Butterworth, Allison Castle, Tom Emerick, Deb Hagy, Julie Kundel, Melissa Schumaker, 

Frantz Silberger, Tim Stelzner, Scott Warren, Sue Johannsen, Jan Collinson, & Richard Carroll. 

 
 

Treasurer - January’s Budget Report. Richard noted expenses are routine. Items to address 

at the next meeting: Get in writing from Pastor Ryan that he is relinquishing the pastor's stu-

dent loan funds. Ask Pat Mundell to attend the next vestry meeting regarding the large bal-

ance in the Bag of Blessings fund. 
 
 

Action Items: 
 

• VP & Recording Secretary Nominations for Secretary and Vice President - Sue J as the 

new secretary and Allison C as the new VP. 

• Joint Service for Good Friday, April 7, Deb to reach out to Aleese or Alex for UCC to join 

as nothing will be held at Faith UCC 

• Network upgrade on computers to RNS standards. Look at an on-call option for RNS 

(computer/wi-fi/technology needs)- 3-year contract at $238/month - Scott to talk to 

John Hartman about more details. Group agreed that this contract is needed for tech-

nology and safeguarding of information the church possesses. 

• Congregational Life Grant requests are due by February 15th, (Will need three volun-

teers), one vestry, one Endowment, and one from the congregation that did not submit 

their grant request. Scott will take the at-large spot, Jan the vestry spot, and Deb will 

reach out to see who would take the Endowment spot. 

• RISE Offering – Outreach wants to support Habitat for Humanity.  

• Barbara Woodstra Gift - Guest Pat Mundell explained process of a monetary gift to the 

church. - motion to take the gift in lump sum payment and add to benevolent fund until 

the family decides how they would like it to be spent. 

• Mark requested we look at a better way to light the existing sign along the front south 

wall of the church. He would like to use the funds from Sharon’s memorial - Deb H to fol-

low up on this. 

• Consider submitting a congregational life grant to update some technology that would 

make hybrid meetings and streaming Sunday services better (i.e., OWL, wall-mounted TV 

in vestry room) - a technology subcommittee may be helpful.  
 

2.   Updates: 
 

• ONA update– April 23 Music program from Quire – a continental breakfast will be offered 

to the singers before the program, the service is being planned by the ONA committee, 

2 microphones that work well will be needed, and a baked potato/ice cream bar will 

take place after. There are many ways the Ukrainian refugees could still use assistance - 

reach out to Tom E for more information. The committee plans to ask for a congregation-

al life grant to put on a workshop for members, employees, and the public on Inherent 

Worth and Mindful Communication - more info to come. 

• Sign Task Force - The next step is to talk to contractors & gather costs to present to Vestry. 

• Search and Call/ Pulpit supply – will meet Feb 20.  A new profile has been submitted and 

will be discussed at the next meeting. 

• Green team update – will meet on March 7.  Lighting updates are going well, would like 

to offer some outdoor events when it gets warmer - yoga, tai chi, and talks in the 

park.  Also looking into solar, composting, and a carbon footprint calculator members 

can use. 
 

The next meeting is on March 13, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.   

Submitted by Allison Castle 
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GREEN TEAM  

How to Calculate your Carbon Footprint  

https://justenergy.com/blog/how-to-calculate-your-carbon-footprint/ 

What is a carbon footprint?  In technical terms, your carbon footprint is 

the amount of greenhouse gas you produce in units of carbon dioxide. 

This footprint is determined by your daily lifestyle and activities, such as 

travel (car, plane, train, etc.), electrical use, consumption of products 

and services, foods you eat, etc. 

There are several free resources online that show how to calculate your 

carbon footprint, including our handy calculator, this calculator from 

The Nature Conservancy, or this one from the EPA. 
 

Alexandra Shimo-Barry, author of “The Environment Equation,” has come up with a formula 

that explains how to calculate your carbon footprint at home, too! Simply follow the below 

steps, and voila. 
 

Multiply your monthly electric bill by 105. 

Multiply your monthly gas bill by 105. 

Multiply your monthly oil bill by 113. 

Multiply your total yearly mileage on your car by .79. 

Multiply the number of flights you’ve taken in the past year (4 hours or less) by 1,100 

Multiply the number of flights you’ve taken in the past year (4 hours or more) by 4,400. 

Add 184 if you do NOT recycle the newspaper. 

Add 166 if you do NOT recycle aluminum and tin. 

Add 1-8 together for your total carbon footprint. 

 

Keep in mind that an “ideal” carbon footprint (or a “low” footprint) is anywhere from 6,000 

to 15,999 pounds per year. 16,000-22,000 is considered average.  

Submitted by Sue Johannsen 

Love Food. Fight Waste.  Compost! 
 

Banana peels, watermelon rinds, corncobs, eggshells, coffee 

grounds - the list goes on of food scraps that we don’t tradi-

tionally eat. Once we’ve eaten the banana, scrambled the 

eggs, and drank the coffee, what can we do with these non-

edible scraps? Compost them!  

 

Composting is the process of turning organic material (food 

scraps, garden/yard waste) into a nutrient-rich material that 

can be added to lawns and gardens to improve the health of 

the soil and the plants that grow in it. 

 

Organic material includes the following:  

 

• Food (including fruits, vegetables, grains, meat, and dairy) 

• Garden/yard waste (including branches, grass, leaves, flowers, and plants) 

• Paper (including shredded paper, greasy/cheesy pizza boxes, paper napkins, and pa-

per towels)  

• Clean paper, such as a pizza box with no food on it, is also fine to recycle. 

• Shredded paper, due to its small size, is difficult to successfully sort at our recycling sort-

ing facility in the mix of other materials which is why we do not accept shredded paper 

in curbside recycling. Shredded paper can be composted, or it can be recycled. 

 

Where to go with compost?  Your own garden or compost pile! 
 

The City of Muscatine has food compost drop-off.  Look for an orange bin with the letters 

MORC on it at the Muscatine Transfer Station. This is for food waste only. 
 

Submitted by Sue Johannsen 

https://justenergy.com/blog/how-to-calculate-your-carbon-footprint/
https://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator.html


March 2023 | 4 

Faith United Church of Christ    |    That They May All Be One   |   We Are An Open & Affirming Church     

VOICE of FAITH 

Faith community  

Open and Affirming Celebration! 

Faith UCC will be celebrating the anniversary of our Open  

and Affirming covenant on April 23. Members of the ONA 

committee will lead the service.  

 

      The Quire of Eastern Iowa will be special guests. You won’t want to miss their musical 

performance.  Alex Heetland, director, will teach congregants in the church to sing the 

songs, Singing for Our Lives by Holly Near and Love is Love is Love is Love by Abbie Betinis. 

The message that will be presented through songs and recitations will tell the story of Mat-

thew Shepard, a gay student at the U of Wyoming who was beaten and left to die near 

Laramie. Six days later he died from his injuries at the age of 21 years.  

 In 2009, the US Congress passed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act. President Obama signed it into law. 

Following the church service, a potluck will be held.  Join us on April 23! All are welcome! 

Submitted by Sue Johannsen 
 

 

ONA Meeting Minutes in February also included: 
 

Refugee Update: Tom and Ann offer driving lessons to the Ukrainians. It’s a bumpy road. 

They are also taking them to medical appointments, answering school questions, and as-

sisting in a host of other ways.  Thank you! 
 

Congregational Life Grants: Sue proposed a mission gift of $500 to the Diversity Service 

Center of Iowa for the Educational Outreach Program. Deb Hagy said she plans to apply 

for a Congregational Life Grant to provide funds for a workshop about Mindfulness.  

RISE Easter Offering—Habitat for Humanity Collection 
 

The RISE collection that we have on Easter Sunday  

this year will go to Muscatine County Habitat for Humanity.  
 

This group just completed its 13th home this month.  The home, 

 located at 7th and Oak in Muscatine will house the Ross family - 

 a married couple with four teenagers. This home was built with the 

help of several businesses in the area: each taking a Friday to work 

all day on the house. Workers included several teams from Kent 

Corp, Nelson Electric, Phelps, HNI, Union Tank, MPW, and others. 
 

On Sunday, March 26th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

at Wesley United Methodist Church, 400 Iowa Avenue, they will have a 

Soup and Sandwich lunch will be served to help Habitat for Humanity.  

A variety of homemade soups, sandwiches, relishes, and desserts  

will be served for a reasonable price. If you are interested in making a 

large roaster of soup for the luncheon, please contact Pat Mundell. 

Submitted by Pat Mundell 

Congregational Care Team Report 
       

What a nice winter day it was to deliver some "special Valentine's treats" to members  

and friends of our congregation who have reached or will be reaching a "special mile-

stone" in age. The Congregational Care Team values these people and wants them to 

know how "special" they are.   
 

Thanks to Linda Hardin, Sue Johannsen, Lisa Allen, Beth Elshoff, and Pat 

Mundell for delivering the gifts from the youth C.E. class, and the tasty 

treats from our Faith Congregational Care Grant. 

Submitted by Pat Mundell 
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Faith United Church of Christ  

Harmony Guild  
Meeting Saturday 

March 4th at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Harmony Guild invites all women of the 

church to attend their Annual ‘Come in From 

the Cold’ brunch on Saturday, March 4th at 

9:30 am.  We will share brunch and have a 

program with the topic of sharing focused on “Something 

(s) that brings you joy”.  As in the past, we will collect con-

sumable items used frequently within the church. Our 

“love” meeting includes our collection for the Senior Re-

sources Adult Day program.  Come join the fun! You’ll be 

glad that you did! List of items needed: Here   

Friendship Circle 
Thursday, March 2nd  

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Friendship Circle will meet 

at the church at 10 a.m. 

Dee Bocchino and Pat 

Mundell are co-hostesses. 

The program will be by  

Margie Kundel.  
 

All women are 

invited to attend 

our meetings. 

Pulpit Supply  for March 
 

March 5    Rev. Barb Muhs   Second Sunday in Lent     (Holy Communion) 

Scripture: John 3:1-17 

Jesus’ visit to Nicodemus came in the dark of night. During this visit the Spirit continues to 

lead and speak reminding Nicodemus that just as Moses was led-followers of God will also 

be led into the gift of eternal life. As we continue our Lenten journey we too are led. Famil-

iar to us John 3:16 For God so loved the World. 

 

March 12  Rev. Marcy Heil   Third Sunday in Lent       (Daylight Saving Time) 

Scripture: Psalm 95 and John 4:5-42 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus always picks the most imperfect peo-

ple with which to strike up a conversation? The imperfect person in scrip-

ture this week is the Samaritan Woman. There is nothing perfect about her 

she is about the most imperfect woman ever. But does that matter? Does 

Jesus treat her with less dignity than any of the church leaders? Nope. Je-

sus uses all of us, even the most imperfect of us to do his work in the world.  

 

March 19  Rev. Marcy Heil  Fourth Sunday in Lent  (Special Offering) 

Scripture: Samuel 16:1-13 and John 9:1-41 

Have you ever listened to someone tell a story and after the end of the story, you were 

confused as to the facts? That is the way the Pharisees look whenever Jesus speaks. It's al-

most as if Jesus speaks in another language. What makes them so confused about Jesus? 

Are they so different that they cannot (or will not) understand what Jesus is saying? 

Special Offering – One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

March 26 Rev. Barb Muhs   Fifth Sunday in Lent  (Potluck after worship) 

Scripture: John 11:1-45 

Lazarus a close friend of Jesus is dead. It is here that we find the shortest verse in the bible. 

Jesus wept. If seeing is believing, then this scripture reminds us just how important our faith 

is in difficult times. How is it that Jesus in the midst of losing his best friend is able to witness 

to those around him? How do we in our grief, in our struggles, live in the hope of a resur-

rected Savior who offers us freedom from all that ties us down?  

Let's decorate for Easter! 
 

I’m missing the angels we had all around the church at Advent, so let's do 

something similar for Easter.  CROSSES - large - small (probably NOT necklace 

size).  We can put the small and breakable ones behind the office window 

again - but we'd like larger ones for the organ, window ledges, etc.   

Again - please mark your name on them (address labels work great) and they 

will be returned to you. You can start sharing around March 12th...by bringing 

to church or leaving in office during the week. Questions, contact Beth Elshoff.   

https://faithuccmuscatine.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c059ea353820350e1fff69edd&id=042ce11802&e=04bea1afc2
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Special offering March 19th 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission 

offering of the United Church of Christ involves you in 

disaster, refugee/immigration, and development 

ministries throughout the world. When a disaster 

strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by 

violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the im-

mediate response and the long-term recovery. 
 

Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, edu-

cation, agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing, and women’s empowerment.  
 

Because the UCC relates in mutual partnership with churches and organizations through 

Global Ministries and worldwide response & recovery networks, your contributions to One 

Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right place at the right time for the relief, accompani-

ment, and recovery of the most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs, and you address 

the underlying causes that create those needs in the first place. 

Maddox Warren  
 

is doing a fundraiser to attend the Univer-

sity of Iowa swim camp this summer. You 

can place your dinner orders by scanning 

the QR code or clicking on this link. 

https://formfaca.de/sm/4O0vwCwHg 

MCSA Sponsors  
 

March 5, Sylvia Trumbull in honor of UCC Women 

March 12, Memorial Gift in memory of Margaret Heerd 

March 19, Jim & Janet Sichterman in celebration of our family  

March 26, Alan Arkema in celebration of our Faith United family  
 

We still have available Sundays in the 2023 year, call the office 

to see how you can sponsor Room #5 at the local homeless 

shelter.— Thank you for your generosity!  

Food Pantry 
 

We will be collecting canned veggies for the Mus-

catine Food Pantry in March. 
 

In our February collection, Pat Mundell was able to 

take down 27 items to the Pantry. 

Christian Education News 
 

There will not be classes  

on March 15th 
 

 –  Enjoy your Spring Break! 

https://formfaca.de/sm/4O0vwCwHg
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March Birthdays 
 

2 -Adam Muntz 

2 - Caleen Pagel 

2 - Tristian Schneider 

4 - Nathan Mundell 

4 - Mary Trueg 

4 - Duane Wilson 

6 - Michael Hartman 

6 - Rebecca Koebrick  

7 - Sue Johannsen 

9 - Tierney Hoefer  

11 - Jan Collinson 

11 - Sarah Hagerty 

14 - Andrew Kundel 

16 - Brenden Schumaker 

18 - Susan Muir 

20 - Sheryl Lindley 

22 - Tim Stelzner 

23 - Bev Knoernschild 

23 - Nathan Sharar 

24 - Darla Hays 

24 - Kathy Trosen 

27 -Janet Sichterman 

28 - Ronald Hart 

Birthday Card  

Shower 
 

20 - Sheryl Lindley  

1966 Hale St. 

Muscatine, IA  52761 

 
23 - Bev Knoernschild 

2220 Oak Valley  

Muscatine, IA  52761 

 
24 - Kathy Trosen 

903 Sunrise Circle 

Muscatine, IA 52761 

 
24 - Darla Hays  

4825 Grist Mill Circle 

Newport Richey, FL 34655 

 
28 - Ronald Hart  

Premier Est. Room 504 

3440 Mulberry Ave.  

Muscatine, IA 52761 

Anniversaries 
10 - Jack & Annette Hovland 

14 - Steve & Deb Hueser 

20 - Donald & Shirley Johnson  

Prayer List 
 

To all who are sick or with 

injuries, and to all of their 

caregivers. Sandra Roth, 

Myung Sharar, Chad    

Morgan, Cory Tomlin, 

Audrey Beckey, Melanie 

Kraklow, Lisa Kundel,  

Lane Clausen, Tony  

Greenwald, Nancy  

Hultquist, Allison Odell,  

Lauren Plemmons, Susan 

(Roth) Willis, Jim Hoopes, 

and Sylvia Trumbull and 

her family.  

Sincere Condolences 
 

• Our Sympathy to Jeff and Barbara Noble. Jeff Noble’s mother Phyllis Marine passed 

away on Feb. 1. Cards may be sent to Jeff Noble at 3212 Mulberry Ave, Muscatine, IA  
 

• Sympathy to Cindy Rada and her family on the death of her brother-in-law, Dennis Fitz-

patrick of Mt. Pleasant, who passed away on February 12th, a cousin who passed away 

on the 13th, and her brother, Ed Donald of Fairfield, who passed away on February 14th.  

Condolences can be sent to Cindy Rada at 3124 Linden Lane, Muscatine, IA  

Memorial Service 
 

 

• A memorial service for Robert Holland will be held at the church on Saturday, March 

11, 2023.  In place of flowers or gifts, he would encourage you to become a dedicated 

volunteer to whichever causes you support.  

Thank You Notes from Members and Friends 
 

• What a wonderful surprise to open the door to receive the containers of soup and val-

entine's cookies. This was a first for me and I would like to thank whoever was responsi-

ble for doing this. It was delicious. Prayerfully, - Mary Wildasin and Darlene Vance 

• Thank you for the wonderful surprise delivered to my doorstep by  the Congregational 

Care team, and for the little one’s gift from the C. E classes. - Sylvia Trumbull 

• What a treat for Valentine's Day! We enjoyed everything. Thank you for all you do, you 

all have busy lives but still have time for us. Our church is very special and that’s due to 

people like you. - Ben and Sharon Hanssen 

• Thank you to all who helped with Valentine's Food preparation meal. Thank you to Pat 

for delivering it to our house. It came at a great time. It was very tasty! – Thank you 

again, - John and Judi Jones 

• Dear youth class, the Mouse is a favorite, and we have it up on the door of our refriger-

ator. And from the Congregational Care team, thank you for the delicious surprise your 

soup, biscuits, and cookies were! – Shirley and Don Johnson  

• Thank you so very much for the delicious soup, muffins, cookies, and the special valen-

tine by the youth. We appreciate your thinking of us! - Blessings, - Bob & Connie Miller 
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Faith United Church of Christ - Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We the members of Faith United Church of Christ declare ourselves to be an open and af-

firming church.  
 

We affirm all people are individuals of sacred worth created in the image of God.  
 

We embrace and celebrate the diversity of the human family and God's unconditional 

love for ALL, including but not limited to people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gen-

ders, gender Identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic conditions, physical, mental 

and emotional abilities, faith backgrounds, nationalities, marital status, languages, and ed-

ucation levels.  
 

We invite and encourage all persons into full participation by sharing in the life and leader-

ship, ministry and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of member-

ship in our Faith community.  
 

We welcome all to journey together in faith toward greater understanding, compassion 

and mutual respect.  
 

We believe that in meeting each other in Christian love, God's spirit frees us all to give, to 

grow, to be ourselves, because,  “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.”        - adopted April 7, 2019 

Ways to Continue Supporting the Work of the Church: 
The church is more than just a building. We the people are the church, and we will continue 

to find ways to be a community that shares in the love of Christ together. To help maintain 

all that we do, your monetary offerings to the church are welcome. 

Our options for giving currently are:  

• Drop off your envelopes to the locked mailbox by the front door, in Box 3307 with a Faith 

UCC sign on the box used by the church. (Push it to the back of the box after opening 

with the front handle). If there is mail going out clipped to the front, just slip yours over 

the mail into the back of the box and we will retrieve it.  

• Send in the mail to 3307 Mulberry, Muscatine Iowa 52761. 

• Talk with your bank to set up a direct payment to the church.  

• Use our website link for the church’s PayPal, transfer charges apply. 

Outreach Alternative Gift Giving for Easter  

I added the amount to the ministry I want to be allocated to below. 
 

Domestic Abuse Shelter   $_______________ 

MCSA Shelter         $_______________ 

Emmaus Café     $_______________ 

Diversity Center of Iowa  $_______________  

Laundry Love        $_______________  
 

Total Gift Enclosed: $__________ Pledging Unit # _________  
 

Print out an Easter form Here   
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https://mcusercontent.com/c059ea353820350e1fff69edd/files/f1d6777a-7254-5c4a-a1cb-3cebd3a135f5/Monetary_alternative_for_Easter_Lilies.pdf

